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June 15,2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, | am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. I perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so I have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and | were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. I encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

N T ot o=

Randal J. Williams, MD
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June 15,2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, | am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. | perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so I have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and | were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. I encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

M\A_&Qﬂiﬁ,m

T. Reginald Williams, MD
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June 15, 2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene;

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, I am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. I perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so [ have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and | were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. 1 encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

ﬂmmw,ﬂ&

Ann K. Joslyn, MD
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June 15,2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, I am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. I perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so I have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and I were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. I encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

James W. Harris, MD

e Your Vision Is Our Focus
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June 15,2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, | am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. I perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so I have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and I were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. I encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

Ralph E. Qursler,III, MD

WWww.graystone-gye.com
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June 15,2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, I am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. 1 perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so I have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and | were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. 1 encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

e %/ e

Richard I. Chang, MD

www.graystone-eye.com
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June 15,2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, I am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. I perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so I have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and 1 were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. I encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

Brian C. Adair, MD

WWW.graystone-gye.com
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June 15,2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, I am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. 1 perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so | have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and [ were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. 1 encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

A A

Roderick N. Hargrove, MD, FACS

www.graystone-cye.com
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June 14, 2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, | am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. I perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so | have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and [ were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. I encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

Patrick J. Kelty, MD

WWWw.graystone-eye.com
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June 15,2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, I am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. I perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so [ have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and I were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. I encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

Gt

Joseph E. Allen, MD

e Your Vision Is Our Focus
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June 15,2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, | am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. I perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so I have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and I were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. I encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,

Catherine C. Betor, MD

www.graystone-eye.com
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June 15,2017

Sandra B. Greene, DrPH

Chair, Acute Care Services Committee
State Health Coordinating Council
2704 Mail Center Service

Raleigh, NC 27699-2714

Dear Dr. Greene:

As a physician with Graystone Ophthalmology Associates, I am writing this
letter in support of Graystone Eye Surgery Center’s petition for an adjusted need
determination for one additional operating room in Catawba County. I perform
surgery at Graystone Eye Surgery Center, so I have first-hand knowledge of the
growing need for local OR access. Last year, Graystone Ophthalmology
surgeons performed over 6,000 surgical cases at the facility. The Center’s two
operating rooms currently operate above practical capacity. An additional
operating room is needed to alleviate capacity constraints and to provide
improved access for the elderly and other medically underserved residents.

Ophthalmic surgery is well utilized by individuals age 65 and older. Catawba
County and the Unifour area have a large and growing elderly population. As
this population continues to increase, and as employer/insurer incentives and
technological advances continue to encourage patients to obtain services in more
cost-effective outpatient settings, it is evident that a growing demand for
outpatient ophthalmic surgical services will persist in our community.

Last year we petitioned the SHCC for this same adjusted need determination, and
the Agency Report recommended approval of our petition. However, the Acute
Care Committee encouraged us to reach out to the local hospitals to explore
opportunities to better utilize their existing operating rooms. We have met with
the Chief Executive Officers of both hospitals in Hickory. However, neither
indicated interest in developing alternative solutions to better utilize the OR
inventory in ways that will be more cost effective for patients.

My colleagues and I were disappointed that the revised Operating Room
Methodology for the Proposed 2018 SMFP did not indicate a need for additional
operating rooms in Catawba County. We maintain that there are unique
circumstances in Catawba County with regard to ophthalmic surgical utilization
which substantiate additional OR need. T encourage the SHCC to recognize these
unique circumstances so that we may continue to provide appropriate outpatient
surgical access for local residents.

Sincerely,
. ’

Gabriela R d}'iguez Colon, MD

Www.graystone-gye.com
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