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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
5, 10, and 15-hour State-Approved Medication Administration Course for Adult Care Homes
Question: Are instructors/training vendors of the State-Approved Medication Administration Courses for Adult Care Homes vetted by the Department?
Answer: No, the Department does not vet, endorse or approve instructors or vendors who provide the 5, 10, and 15-hour State-Approved Medication Administration Course for Adult Care Homes. It is the responsibility of each facility to employ and/or contract with qualified instructors/vendors to teach the courses in a manner which meets all training objectives.
Question:  Can the State-Approved Medication Administration Courses for Adult Care Homes be taught online?
Answer:  Each of the State-Approved Medication Administration Courses provide detailed objectives and information on the methods for training and instruction to ensure regulatory requirements are met and to safeguard residents residing in licensed adult and family care homes. As outlined in the training objectives of all three courses, there are tasks and skills to be successfully demonstrated by the student and observed by the instructor for completion of the course.  Instructors of the course are not prohibited from incorporating additional training materials and methods that are consistent with and/or complement the required training and objectives; however, additional materials and training methods (to include online training) are not approved in lieu of the instructor led-training and curriculum specified in the 5, 10, and 15-hour training course objectives.
Question: Are individuals listed on the Medication Aide Registry for nursing homes required to complete the 5 and10 or 15-hour State-Approved Medication Administration Courses if employed in licensed adult and family care homes?
Answer:  No, the state-approved 5 and 10-hour or 15-hour medication administration training is not required if an individual is listed on the Nursing Home Medication Aide Registry. 
Although the 5 and 10 or 15-hour training is not required, the individual must meet the following requirements: 	
1. Be competency validated by a Registered Nurse or Pharmacist using the Medication Administration Skills Validation Form as specified in 10A NCAC 13 F/G .0503 prior to administering medications in a licensed adult or family care home.

2. Complete at least Section 3 of the State-Approved Infection Control Course prior to administering medications in a licensed adult or family care home.

3. If the individual has not passed the written medication examination for adult care homes, the individual must pass the written examination for adult care homes within 60 days of employment as medication staff in a licensed adult or family care home.

Question: Are Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) required to complete the State-Approved 5 and 10 hour or 15-hour Medication Administration Courses for Adult Care Homes, written examination, and competency validation?
Answer:  *LPNs practicing in their licensed capacity as governed by the North Carolina Board of Nursing are exempt from the 5 and  10 or 15-hour training, skills competency validation, and written examination.* 
*Reference 10A NCAC 13F .0407 (c) and 10A NCAC 13G .0406 (c) - Other Staff Qualifications 
If licensed practical nurses are employed by the facility and practicing in their licensed capacity as governed by the North Carolina Board of Nursing, there shall be a registered nurse available in accordance with the rules set forth in 21 NCAC 36 .0224 and 21 NCAC 36 .0225, which are hereby incorporated by reference including subsequent amendments.  

If the LPN is not under the supervision of a registered nurse as referenced above, the LPN is required to meet all medication aide qualifications including:
1. Completion of the 5 and 10 or 15-hour State-Approved Medication Administration Courses for adult care homes.
2. Be competency validated by a Registered Nurse or Pharmacist using the Medication Administration Skills Validation Form as specified in 10A NCAC 13 F/G .0503 prior to administering medications in a licensed adult or family care home.
3. Pass the written examination for Adult Care Homes within 60 days of employment as medication staff in an adult or family care home.

Questions regarding availability of the Registered Nurse should be directed to the North Carolina Board of Nursing.

Question:  Can a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) teach the 5, 10, and 15-hour State-Approved Medication Administration Courses for Adult Care Homes?
Answer:  No, LPNs do not meet the qualification requirements to be an instructor of the 5, 10, & 15-hour state approved medication administration training courses for adult care homes. 
Additionally, LPNs do not meet the qualification requirements to validate the skills & competency of staff who administer medications in licensed adult and family care homes. 
Question:  What documentation is required to indicate successful completion of the State-Approved 5 ,10 hour or 15-hour Medication Administration Courses for Adult Care Homes?
Answer: Documentation maintained in the employees’ record should include a copy of the required certificate of successful completion of the state-approved course(s).
Instructors should use the required certificate included in the Instructor’s Manual of the state-approved courses to document employees’ completion of the state approved training courses.
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  I f   the individual has   not   passed the  written medication exam ination   for adult care  homes , the   individual must pass the   written exam ination   for adult care homes   within 60 days of employment as medication staff   in a licensed adult or family care  home .

 

 

