
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Blue Ridge 
3200 Blue Ridge Rd. 
Suite 100 
Raleigh, NC 27612 
919.781.1437 

 
Brier Creek 
8851 Ellstree Ln. 
Suite 100 
Raleigh, NC 27617 
919.877.5400 

 
Cary 
150 Parkway Office Ct. 
Suite 100 
Cary, NC 27518 
919.781.1437 

 
Cedarhurst 
1212 Cedarhurst Dr. 
Raleigh, NC 27609 
919.877.5400 

 
Clayton 
166 Springbrook Ave. 
Suite 103 
Clayton, NC 27520 
919.877.5400 

 
 Fuquay-Varina 

601 Attain Street Suite 
100 

Fuquay-Varina, NC  
919-781-1437 
 
Knightdale  
1101 Great Falls Court 
Knightdale, Nc 27545 
 
Wake Forest 
839 Durham Hwy. Unit A 
Wake Forest, NC 27587 
919.877.5400 

March, 16, 2020 
 
Christopher G. Ullrich, MD, Chair 
State Health Coordinating Committee 
 
Martha Frisone, Chief 
Amy Craddock, PhD, Assistant Chief 
Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need Section  
Division of Health Service Regulation 
2714 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-2714 
 
RE: Support for petition filed by Raleigh Radiology, LLC for an amendment to Policy TE-3 to exempt 
qualified health service facilities from MRI need determination in SMFP 
 
Dear Dr. Ullrich, Ms. Frisone, and Dr. Craddock, 
 
My name is Jeffrey Browne, MD and I am a radiologist practicing in Raleigh, NC. I am writing this letter to 
express my support of Raleigh Radiology, LLC͛Ɛ Ɖeƚiƚion foƌ an amendmenƚ ƚo PolicǇ TE-3 in the 2020 State 
Medical Facilities Plan. 
 
MRI is an essential diagnostic tool for soft tissue problems. Most people will get MRI scans as outpatients and 
for them, freestanding MRI is likely to offer a significant cost savings over hospital-based equipment. It is 
important to protect the option as we protect hospitals.  
 
I understand that many mobile vendors who have grandfathered rights to offer MRI are, with state 
acquiescence, selling access to those rights to freestanding health service facilities in the way of service 
agreements. As a result, the State Medical Faculties Plan generates very few determinations of need for new 
fixed MRI equipment. These vendors have a lock on supply. Yet, they are not directly accountable to patients 
for care, quality, or cost. Policy TE-3 provides relief from these contracts for hospitals with emergency rooms. 
That is good.    
 
These freestanding service facilities can play an important value role by maintaining market pressure to keep 
health care consumer out-of-pocket costs low. It is time to expand TE-3 and give qualified freestanding 
providers that develop stable MRI services under service agreements a similar avenue for exiting dependence 
on the service contracts. 
 
A provider that has offered  MRI through these contracts for three years or more should and has reached the 
service are threshold and will meet state standards for service to underserved groups should have an option 
to file a CON application to convert the contract to an owned MRI, without waiting for a need allocation in 
the Plan. The petition provides a way to do this at a reasonable pace.  
 
Approval of this petition is an important step in maintaining competition and value in the marketplace. We 
appreciate your time and consideration. 
 
Regards, 
 
Jeffrey Browne, MD 
Medical Director, Raleigh Radiology 
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March 16, 2020 
 
Christopher G. Ullrich, MD, Chair 
State Health Coordinating Committee 
 
Martha Frisone, Chief 
Amy Craddock, PhD, Assistant Chief 
Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need Section  
Division of Health Service Regulation 
2714 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-2714 
 
RE: Support for petition filed by Raleigh Radiology, LLC for an amendment to Policy TE-3 to exempt 
qualified health service facilities from MRI need determination in SMFP 
 
Dear Dr. Ullrich, Ms. Frisone, and Dr. Craddock, 
 
My name is Mustafa Khan, MD and I am a radiologist practicing in Raleigh, NC. I am writing this letter to 
eǆƉƌeƐƐ ŵǇ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ Žf Raleigh RadiŽlŽgǇ͕ LLC͛Ɛ ƉeƚiƚiŽŶ fŽƌ aŶ aŵeŶdŵeŶƚ ƚŽ PŽlicǇ TE-3 in the 2020 State 
Medical Facilities Plan. 
 
MRI is an essential diagnostic tool for soft tissue problems. Most people will get MRI scans as outpatients 
and for them, freestanding MRI is likely to offer a significant cost savings over hospital-based equipment. It 
is important to protect the option as we protect hospitals.  
 
I understand that many mobile vendors who have grandfathered rights to offer MRI are, with state 
acquiescence, selling access to those rights to freestanding health service facilities in the way of service 
agreements. As a result, the State Medical Faculties Plan generates very few determinations of need for new 
fixed MRI equipment. These vendors have a lock on supply. Yet, they are not directly accountable to patients 
for care, quality, or cost. Policy TE-3 provides relief from these contracts for hospitals with emergency 
rooms. That is good.    
 
These freestanding service facilities can play an important value role by maintaining market pressure to 
keep health care consumer out-of-pocket costs low. It is time to expand TE-3 and give qualified freestanding 
providers that develop stable MRI services under service agreements a similar avenue for exiting 
dependence on the service contracts. 
 
A provider that has offered  MRI through these contracts for three years or more should and has reached 
the service are threshold and will meet state standards for service to underserved groups should have an 
option to file a CON application to convert the contract to an owned MRI, without waiting for a need 
allocation in the Plan. The petition provides a way to do this at a reasonable pace.  
 
Approval of this petition is an important step in maintaining competition and value in the marketplace. We 
appreciate your time and consideration. 
 
Regards, 
 
Mustafa Khan, MD 
Chair, Neuroradiology 
Raleigh Radiology 
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